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The only inhabitants are a few Bedouin and one Greek
monk, Father Isaiah, who lives in the capacity of watch-dog
and gardener in a house belonging to the Monastery of Mount
Sinai. Mr. Vallinis had told me about the old man, who
grows vegetables for the monastery. I thought it would be
courteous to pass the time of day with him, and we pulled up
at the mud wall surrounding his dwelling, and hammered on
a door which had a small wooden cross nailed above it.

Through a crack in the door we saw a white-bearded
Greek monk, half patriarch and half bandit, come in a
crouching, defensive attitude down the garden path, wearing
a dusty cassock over a pair of khaki trousers and grasping a
gun. His long grey hair was pinned up in a tight bun at the
back, and on top was the high black hat of a Greek priest.

" Who is it? " he called from the other side of the gate.

" Thieves and robbers," promptly replied Mr. Vallinis,
who never lost an opportunity of chaffing another Greek.

Theie was a long silence. Looking up, we saw the solemn
face of the old monk gazing down at us from the top of the
wall. He lowered his gun.

" You should not joke about such things," he said. " It is
wickedness. Have you any tobacco? I have been smoking
dry weeds for many months. Come inside . . ."

We went into a shady garden. A pergola led from the
gate to a bare little house where the monk lives. He explained
to me that his job is to keep order among the Bedouin and to
see that they do not squat on the monastery land.

" Isn't it very lonely? " I asked.

" Why should it be lonelier than anywhere else ? " was his
admirable reply.

" From what part of Greece do you come? " I asked.

But I was never to know, for the old man gave a cry, grasped
his gun, and ran off into a belt of sugar-cane, where he was
lost to sight. We heard an alarming explosion. He came
back in a bad temper. He had missed a hawk that was
raiding his pigeon-loft.

" May I look at your gun? " I asked.

He handed me an old flint-lock muzzle-loader whose barrel
was bound with bands of brass. It was an English gun with
the word " Tower " and the date 1859 engraved on it. What